
What Makes a Jesuit Parish? 
 
Jesuits have been around Holy Name and Loyola since the beginning. The original church, called 
the “Little Jesuits”, was a wooden structure immediately to the east of Thomas Hall. There, 
locals came to know the Society of Jesus and our work in parish ministry. Today, if I were to ask 
our parishioners, “What makes a Jesuit parish?” I wonder if anyone could tell me. I, myself, had 
to take another look at a Jesuit document from 1987 to refresh my own understanding of our 
ministry at Holy Name of Jesus. The following are “essential elements” of our Jesuit parish 
ministry; they serve as a measurement of Jesuit identity in the parish: 
 

 Liturgical celebrations of the Sacraments: characterized by prophetic and spirit-filled 
preaching which consoles and challenges, and which results in deeper understanding of 
God’s love and the destructive nature of sin and sinful structures 

 Evangelization by re-evangelization of the middle class through a Gospel critique of our 
culture and its addictions 

 Evangelization by traditional means of Catholic schools, adult and youth religious 
education programs… 

 Collaborative ministry in determining and fulfilling the mission of the Church with 
Catholic laity, empowered in our mutually shared baptismal call to ministry and 
leadership 

 Collaborative ministry with diocesan priests, women and men religious, as well as with 
the American bishops and the Pope 

 Collaborative ministry with other Christian faiths, those of other faiths, and all people of 
good will 

 A preferential love for the poor and others on the margins of society and a solidarity with 
the disenfranchised to empower them to change unjust social structures 

 Manifesting and imparting Jesuit charisms rooted in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
by fostering the spiritual growth and apostolic commitment of the whole parish 

 Using communal apostolic discernment of decision-making with the staffs, parish 
councils, and other groups 

 
These are only some of the elements we should notice in our Jesuit parishes. I am particularly 
interested in the spiritual growth in and understanding of Ignatian spirituality. To that end, I 
want to invite everyone to an Advent parish mission December 2-4. You will hear more about it 
in the next couple of weeks and I hope everyone will make an effort to attend. I grew up with 
parish missions and would like to continue that tradition. In the meantime, see if you can 
recognize the above elements in our parish. In Christ’s peace, Fr. Ron 

 


